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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

SERGEANT MICHAEL E. RISTAU 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 

rise to pay tribute to the life and serv-
ice of SGT Michael E. Ristau, a native 
of Cascade, IA. He was killed on July 
13, 2012 in Qalat, Zabul Province, Af-
ghanistan while serving his country as 
part of Operation Enduring Freedom. 
He leaves behind his wife, Elizabeth, 
two sons, Hyle and Bradley, his par-
ents, Randy and Suzanne, and many 
other family and friends. My prayers 
go out to them as they grieve his loss. 

By all accounts, he was a brave sol-
dier who was proud of serving his coun-
try. He had a long list of awards and 
decorations, including the Bronze Star 
and Purple Heart, Army Achievement 
Medal, Army Good Conduct Medal, 
with Oak Leaf Cluster, National De-
fense Service Medal, Afghanistan Cam-
paign Medal, with Bronze Service Star, 
Iraq Campaign Medal, with two Bronze 
Service Stars, Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, Army Service Ribbon, 
NATO Medal, Non-Commissioned Offi-
cer Professional Development Ribbon, 
Valorous Unit Award, Meritorious Unit 
Commendation, and Combat Infantry-
man Badge. 

Our Nation is truly blessed to have 
patriots like Sergeant Ristau who vol-
unteer to serve their country, prepared 
to endure the daily sacrifices of a de-
ployment and the horrors of combat, 
and knowing that they could make the 
ultimate sacrifice. About his military 
service, his family said, ‘‘Michael had a 
passion for the military and was going 
to re-enlist.’’ They also said that ‘‘Mi-
chael was always looking out for oth-
ers and helping them in any way pos-
sible.’’ There is certainly no more self-
less act than to give one’s life to en-
sure that others may live in freedom. 
We cannot hope to ever fully repay the 
debt we owe Michael Ristau, but as he 
joins the illustrious ranks of our fallen 
patriots from the birth of our Nation 
to the present day, we have an obliga-
tion to honor his life and his sacrifice. 
We must always remember heroes like 
Michael Ristau and never take for 
granted the gift of liberty they have 
won for us. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING KENNETH SAAVEDRA, 
JR. 

∑ Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Madam Presi-
dent, for a few minutes, let us recall a 
young patriot, a military veteran, and 
a Connecticut son who tragically 
passed away on July 15, 2012. His name 
was Kenneth Saavedra, Jr. He was just 
29 years old. 

Kenneth was born in Bridgeport, CT 
and lived in Shelton for most of his 
life. He graduated from Shelton High 
School and the University of Con-
necticut. Kenneth was an electrician 
and worked for Sikorsky Aircraft. 

But I speak about Kenneth today be-
cause of another job a different distinc-

tion that he held for a number of years: 
sergeant in the U.S. Army. 

Kenneth Saavedra, Jr., served with 
the Army’s 1st Battalion, 102nd Infan-
try Regiment, including two tours of 
duty in Afghanistan, and served with 
the National Guard for almost 10 years. 

Kenneth was an American patriot. He 
selflessly dedicated his life to serving 
his country and never asked what he 
would receive in return. And after he 
came home from two tours in Afghani-
stan, he continued to stay active in 
veterans’ causes as vice chair of the 
Teamsters Veterans Caucus Con-
necticut Chapter 1 and an avid sup-
porter of the Wounded Heroes Fund. 

This Saturday, Kenneth will be laid 
to rest in the Connecticut Veterans’ 
Cemetery in Rocky Hill with full mili-
tary honors. We owe a debt of gratitude 
to Kenneth Saavedra, Jr., and to mili-
tary men and women like him who 
have risked everything to protect our 
Nation, and served and sacrificed, often 
at great cost to themselves. We must 
keep faith with them and make sure 
that we leave no veteran behind. 

I want to offer my sincere condo-
lences to Kenneth’s parents, Evelyn 
and Kenneth Sr., as well as to his many 
family members and friends who are 
mourning his loss.∑ 
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GARDEN CITY, SOUTH DAKOTA 

∑ Mr. JOHNSON of South Dakota. 
Madam President, today I wish to pay 
tribute to the 125th anniversary of the 
founding of Garden City, SD. Located 
in northeastern Clark County, Garden 
City is a proud small town, known for 
potato farming. 

The townsite of Garden City was es-
tablished in 1882 on 40 acres of land do-
nated by Clarence Hayward, an early 
resident. Hayward was known as the fa-
ther of the town because of his stead-
fast dedication to the well-being and 
improvement of Garden City. It is said 
that were it not for his aggressive ad-
vocacy, Garden City would not be a 
town. 

The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul 
Railroad was built in the town in 1887, 
bringing with it great prosperity. At 
that time, R.S. Carpenter donated a 40- 
acre parcel of land located just south of 
Garden City to the town. His wife is 
credited with naming the town, an 
honor granted to her by the railroad 
workers who were impressed by her 
hospitality. She had a love of flowers 
and saw parallels between the townsite 
and the Garden of Eden. 

The year 1887 was important in the 
early history of Garden City. Besides 
the establishment of the railroad, 1887 
was when the first buildings were con-
structed. There was a grocery store and 
hardware business built by William 
Morise and Charley Edwards, as well as 
a post office and a railroad depot. In 
following years, many business and 
civic organizations popped up to serve 
the growing population. 

In the 20th century, Garden City 
earned notoriety for being a center of 

potato farming in South Dakota. Com-
mercial potato farming first arrived 
around 1908, and by the 1940s, Garden 
City farms were yielding half a million 
bushels of potatoes each year. 

Residents of Garden City plan to cel-
ebrate their town’s 125th anniversary 
with a day full of activities for the 
whole family. Festivities will begin 
with a tractor parade, followed by a 
pork loin dinner, bean bag and horse-
shoe tournaments, and musical enter-
tainment, all held in the park. At the 
Opera House, numerous mementos and 
antiquities will be on display to show-
case the rich history of Garden City. 

Garden City was founded by a deter-
mined group of pioneers, who fought 
hard for the preservation and advance-
ment of their town. This legacy is evi-
dent to this day in the can-do spirit of 
its residents. I congratulate Garden 
City on reaching this historic mile-
stone and wish them the best in the fu-
ture.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO VINCENT J. VACCA 
∑ Mr. TESTER. Madam President, I 
wish to pay tribute to Vincent J. 
Vacca, a veteran of the first Gulf War. 
Vince, on behalf of all Montanans and 
all Americans, I stand to say thank 
you for your service to this nation. It 
is my honor to share the story of Vince 
Vacca’s service in Operation Desert 
Storm, because no story of heroism 
should ever fall through the cracks. 

Vince was born in New York but grew 
up in Libby, MT. When he was just a 
junior in high school, Vince decided to 
join the Navy headed to boot camp 
right after he graduated. On his first 
deployment, he was stationed on the 
U.S.S. Sylvania as an electricians 
mate. 

Vince served in Operation Desert 
Storm from 1990 to 1991. He separated 
from the Navy in May of 1992 but re-en-
listed in the Armed Services, this time 
in the U.S. Army in December of 1992. 

In the Army, Vince graduated third 
in his class as a fire direction specialist 
in field artillery. Vince served in the 
Army until 1999. After his service, Vin-
cent Vacca never received the medals 
he earned from either the Army or the 
Navy. Vince recently received his 
Army medals but couldn’t get his Navy 
medals. 

Earlier this month, in the presence of 
his family, it was my honor to finally 
present to Vince: the Navy Good Con-
duct Medal, the National Defense Serv-
ice Medal, Southwest Asia Service 
Medal with two bronze stars, and the 
Navy Unit Commendation Ribbon. I 
also had the honor of presenting to 
Vince, the Kuwait Liberation Medal, 
based in Kuwait, the Sea Service De-
ployment Ribbon with one bronze star, 
and the Kuwait Liberation Medal, 
based in Saudi Arabia. 

These seven decorations are small to-
kens, but they are powerful symbols of 
true heroism, sacrifice, and dedication 
to service. 

These medals are presented on behalf 
of a grateful Nation.∑ 
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